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MY DEAR YOUNG BRETHREN, I heartily sympatluse 
with you in the event of this day. To you this 
day will stand out from all the other days of your life. 
It is a day to which you have long looked forward 
with prayerful anxiety, and on which you will look back 
with solemn interest to all eternity. I am exceedingly 
anxious to do all in my power to make the day a 
blessing to all the other days of your existence. In 
order to this I want to give you a little advice-radvice 
taught me by God's Word, and my own experience. I 
wish to take, as my guide in this work, the second 
verse in the fourth chapter of the First Epistle to the 
Corinthians — 

' It is required in stewards, that a man he found faithfuV 

I. Note the office you sustain — * Stewards of thk 
Mysteries of God.' 

The work of the ministry is so comprehensive, and 
important, and honourable, that no one word is suffi- 
cient to describe it. Hence a variety of names are 
employed, each having some special meaning, and thus 
giving new light as to its duties. Sometimes ministers 
are spoken of as * Men of God,' as * Labourers,' as 
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^ Builders/ as * Fishers/ as ' Watchmen ' — here, and 
in other parts of Scripture, they are spoken of as 
^ Stewards/ A steward is a person who is employed 
to take charge of the property of another ; and I am 
anxious to impress upon your minds the fact that this is 
the office you sustain. You are not proprietors, dealing 
with that which is your own, and therefore having a 
right to use it as you please ; you are stewards, dealing 
with that which belongs to God, and therefore bound 
to deal with it in all things according to His pleasure. 
To this office you cannot appoint yourself, nor can you 
be appointed by your fellow-servants. A steward can 
only be appointed to the office by the proprietor. * No 
man taketh this honour imto himself, but he that is 
called of God.' This call you have had. Those around 
you heard not the voice, and when you spoke of it first, 
perhaps, like Eli with Samuel, they doubted. With 
you, however, there was no doubt. The voice was 
clear and distinct, and you had no choice but to obey* 
You said, * Woe is me if I preach not the Gospel.' You 
then offered yourself to the Church, but so anxious 
were we that we should not recognise one whom God 
had not called, that you were met at every step with 
the solemn question — * Do you believe that God has 
called you to this work ? ' This question has been put 
for the last time to this congregation, and in the pre- 
sence of earth and heaven, of God and man, you have 
answered, * I trust so/ With this declaration we are 
satisfied, and we have in the most solemn way avowed 
our satisfaction. We have not laid hands suddenly 
upon you, but have taken every possible precaution^ 
and employed every possible test, to prevent mistake. 
And now our part is done. Your declaration we 
unhesitatingly receive, and we greet you as our fellow- 
stewards in this glorious and important trust. We iu 
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tlie most solemn, and formal, manner possible, recognise 
your appointment to this higli office, and we welcome 
you into our ranks. Henceforth you are to be known 
as / men of God,' as men consecrated, and set apart, 
for the service of God, and humanity. You are now 
God's special property, and you are henceforth to 
devote all your time, and talents, and powers, to His 
service. It is to be your life work ; and in the sunny 
morning of youth, the sultry noon of manhood, and 
amid the shadows of old age, you are to be the stewards 
of the Most High God. We give you our greetings, 
our sympathy, our prayers ; but the grace to be faithful 
must be obtained from Him whom you serve. You 
believe it to be the will of your Divine Master that you 
should be employed in the Methodist branch of His 
Church. You have studied its doctrines, and polity, 
and are satisfied that they are in harmony with the 
teaching of God's Word, and you have, after much 
thought and prayer, felt it to be God's will that you 
should offer yourselves for the work of the ministry in 
the Methodist Church. After much examination, and 
prayer, the Church has received you. You are now 
Methodist ministers ; and a higher position you cannot 
have this side heaven. 

God has done His part. We have done ours. See 
that you do yours. 

II. The Charge with which you are Entrusted. 

It is of supreme importance that you should 
accurately ascertain the nature and extent of the trust 
committed to your care. Without this it will be impos- 
sible for you to know your duty, or to understand your 
responsibility. It is clear that you have a trust beyond 
that committed to ordinary Christians. As Christians 
you are admitted into Christ's army; as ministers you 
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your glorious message. Don't be tempted to any- 
inferior work. If science, or philosophy, or politics, 
invite your attention, tell them that you are doing a 
greater work, and therefore cannot come down to them. 
Tell them that though they can do many important 
things in their inferior sphere, that they cannot save a 
soul, or purify a heart, or make a sinner meet for heaven ; 
but that you have that which can do it all :: that the 
Gospel you preach is the power of G-od unto salvation. 
Take care therefore that you preach the Gospel. Don't 
offer stones when sent with the bread of life. Preach 
the Gospel ; not half the Gospel, or some phase of the 
Gospel merely, but the whole Gospel, and not the 
Gospel and something else, darkening your counsel by 
words without wisdom ; but tell all men, everywhere, 
that you bring them * glad tidings of great joy,' that 
God is in Christ, able, willing, waiting, longing, to save 
them all. In order to this, study God's Word care- 
fully; be men of one book. Let the Bible be your 
central sun ; see that you know it well. Value other 
books only as they help you to understand this — be 
like the early Methodist preachers, mighty in the 
Scriptures. Meditate upon it day and night — study 
it on your knees — ^get at the hidden meaning — let 
the secret of the Lord be with you, the power from 
on high — honour God's word, and He will honour 
you. ' 

Preach it earnestly,. Saved yourselves, let it be the 
business of your life to save others. Let yours be no 
official life, no perfunctory service.. A cold, dull, merely 
intellectual sermon is out of place in any pulpit, but 
especially in ours. Think of the interests involved in 
the right discharge of your duty. Think of the value 
of the soul — of its peril — of its possibilities of agony, 
and of bliss. Think of the niultitudes around you who 
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never open a Bible^ or bend a knee, or breathe a prayer. 
Think of the hell to which they are hastening, of the 
heaven which is open to receive them. Think of what 
Christ has done to make their salvation- possible ; of 
the anxiety of God for their salvation ; of the presence 
and marvellous work of the Holy Spirit, to lead them 
to come to Christ, and Heaven. See heaven open, and 
hell open ; try to realise the fearful position of those to 
whom you are speaking, and let your eyes affect your 
heart. Be miserable if souls are not saved. Give God 
no rest till He clothes you with salvation ; and when 
you enter the pulpit, 

' Preach as if you ne'er would preach again, 
And as a dying man to dying men.' 

Preach it tenderly. This is involved in what I have 
just said ; but I want to impress it upon you, because 
I am quite sure that your acceptability, and success, 
will greatly depend upon it. I have heard men speak 
of God's love, and the sinner's danger, as if they were 
mere talking machines, and not living men. Guard 
against this. I know there is a great deal of difference 
in your mental constitution. That some are naturally 
cold, and stolid, while others are naturally warm, and 
emotional ; but grace must conquer nature, God can 
take away the stony heart, and give a heart of flesh. 
If you are of a stolid temperament, conquer it. 
Get the mind of Christ — catch the spirit of the great 
apostle who wept as he wrote, and spoke, of sinners. 
Reveal their danger to sinners, not in anger, nor con- 
troversially, but with quivering voice, and tears of 
sympathy ; as those who see their danger, and know 
their value. Don't speak as if you were of another 
race, or as if you were a judge, and they the criminals ; 
but speak as one just rescued from the same peril, and 
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who has come to tell them the way of escape. Let 
your congregation feel that you are one of themselves, 
and that you understand their position, their longings, 
their sins, and their sorrows — ^that you sympathise with 
them in the struggle in which they are engaged, and 
that it is your highest joy to speak to them a cheering 
word, or to lend them a helping hand. 

Preach it constantly. Give yourselves wholly to 
your work; as I have already hinted, you will be 
tempted to turn aside from it. Literature in its 
various forms will tempt some of you; science will 
hold out its prizes to others; and the lecture-hall 
will attract not a. few. You will be appealed to on 
various sides ; the tempter may even come as an angel 
of light. If you yield to the temptation, you may gain 
popularity, and fame, and worldly recompense, but you 
will be shorn of your strength, and thus have to pay a 
heavy penalty. I have rarely known, or heard, of 
a minister yielding to these temptations, who kept 
his spiritual power, or retained his wisdom to win 
souls. I say, therefore, with all the earnestness of my 
soul, reject the temptation. If you were not a minister 
it would be another thing, but God has called you to a 
nobler work. If the apostle thought it was beneath 
him to leave the word of God, and serve the tables on 
which provision was made for the Christian widows ; 
we ought not to leave the word of God, and the pro- 
clamation of the Gospel, to gratify our tastes, or to 
win the applause of a thoughtless multitude. In 
saying this I do not refer to what you may do as 
a relaxation, or under special circumstances, but I do 
say there is no work out of heaven so glorious as that 
to which you are called. There is no work so profit- 
able, no work so blessed, no work so improving to 
yourselves, no work so beneficial to others, no work so 
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pleasing to God, as preaching the Gospel- To this 
work God has called you, for this work He has quali- 
fied you, to this work the Church has invited you, 
to this work you have pledged yourselves, and I pray 
you do not abandon it. Determine to know nothing 
among men, but Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 

Especially don't forget that you are Methodist 
preachers, and that we have a reason for our existence, 
without which we have no right to exist. While hold- 
ing all the great fundamental doctrines of the OathoUc 
Church, God seems to have raised us up to testify 
to the universality of His redeeming love, and the 
infinite power of the Holy Ghost to renew, and sanctify 
the souL I know, and rejoice to know, that many in 
all the orthodox Churches have been led to receive, and 
enjoy these doctrines ; yet there are many who ques- 
tion them, and not a few who deny them altogether* 
You must therefore see that in these points your 
trumpet gives a certain sound. Let your congregations 
know that God loves them all, that Christ has died for 
them all, and the Holy Ghost is present to renew, and 
sanctify them all; deliver the old message, with the 
old power, and you may rely on seeing the same 
results. You are received to do a certain work, in 
a certain way ; see that you do it. You are henceforth 
not free to choose. Beware of any mental reservation. 
You are a Methodist preacher, and you are bound, 
therefore, as long as you bear that name, clearly and 
distinctly, to preach the doctrines which we profess. 

The second part of your trust is the Chqboh. 
I use this word in the widest possible sense, for by it I 
mean the people over whom you are placed fi:om year 
to year ; and by the people I mean not 6nly the 
members of Society, but all who are in any degree 
associated with the chapels and preaching places in the 
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various Circuits to which you are appointed. You were 
told in the ordination service that you are called * to 
teach, and to premonish, to feed, and to provide, for the 
Lord's family; to seek for Christ's sheep that are dis- 
persed abroad, and for His children who are in the midst 
of this naughty world, that they may be saved through 
Christ for ever.' For the good of these people you 
are to live and labour, and I want to give you a few 
suggestions to guide you in your work. 

First, give yourself heart and soul to the work of 
jpreaching. As Wesleyan ministers you are called 
especially to be preachers. Some other of the Churches 
have an elaborate ritual, and the sermon occupies an 
inferior place ; but it is not so with us, and I trust 
it never will be. In most of our chapels our modes 
of worship are very simple, and the success of the ser- 
vice depends on our power in prayer, and our power as 
preachers. As preachers our fathers won their posi- 
tion among the Churches, and as preachers we must 
retain it. Let it be your business to excel in this, 
(xet into the habit of sermon-making. Keep it ever 
before you. Let it be your central object. Read for 
it ; think for it ; visit for it ; pray for it ; and make 
everything tributary to it. Always have a sermon on 
hand; don't be content with the work of the past. 
The itinerancy offers a strong temptation to this, and 
the temptation is increased by the multitude of duties 
incident to our Circuit arrangements. To yield to this 
temptation is to sink, and fail. The continued repeti- 
tion of a sermon, from which the life has departed, is an 
injury to ourselves, and a wrong to the people to whom 
we minister. One of our wealthy men offered me 
^600 for the Ministers' Rest Fund if I could persuade 
all the ministers to burn their old sermons, and begin 
afresh. This can hardly be done, but making new 
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sermons will wonderfully reinvigorate the old ones. 
See to it that your sermons be characterized by variety, 
freshness and life. If you make the Bible your store- 
house, you will easily succeed in this. Look at the 
Puritans, and look at our Methodist forefathers, you 
will, find this gloriously illustrated. Look at William 
Jay of the last generation, and Charles Haddon Spur- 
geon in the present. They breathed an atmosphere 
of Scripture, and it pervades all their thoughts, 
and words. Their sermons throb with Biblical 
life. You will find that attention to visiting will 
greatly assist you in this work. The variety of 
experience that you will meet with will suggest a 
constant variety of subjects, while illustrations full of 
point, and beauty, will be suggested in abundance. 
Don't forget Mr. Wesley's advice to his preachers: 
Do not be too loud. Loud preafching is always a mis- 
take; it exhausts the preacher, and does not benefit 
the congregation. Be thoroughly in earnest, but hus- 
band your strength ; and remember that it is not the 
thunder, but the lightning, that does the execution. 
One of the first plans I remember had at the bottom 
of the list of preachers, a verse that had in it a whole 
system of elocution — 

' Begin low, rise slow ; take fire, rise higher.* 

Another part of Mr. Wesley's advice is. Do not be too 
long. This also is good advice. Long preaching is 
a weariness to the people, and an, injury to the preacher. 
If you are not in earnest, the sooner you stop the 
better ; and if you are in earnest, long preaching is 
slow suicide. Half-an-hour in the morning, and 
three-quarters gf an hour at night is, as a rule, as 
much as the people want, and as much as you ought 
to give. 
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If you wish the Church over which you are placed 
to prosper, conscientiously keep your appointments, 
especially your preaching appointments. You will 
have, now and then, to visit and help other Circuits, 
but do it as seldom as possible. Comets serve a 
purpose, but the planets are more valuable to ,the 
mariner ; and as a rule you will find that the Church 
prospers more under the care of those who carefully 
keep to their own work, than it does under the ministry 
of those who are ever on the wheels. The longing of 
our people for strangers in the pulpit, is an unhealthy 
result of the itinerancy, and it is wise in all of us to 
check it as much as possible. In order to this, always 
give your people your best. Never trifle with, or despise, 
a congregation. They may be few, and poor, and 
uneducated, but they are a part of the Church over 
which the Holy Ghost has made you overseer, and 
He is ever present to see how you discharge your 
duty. 

Pastoral visiting is another part of your duty — a 
duty that is only second to the preaching of the Gospel. 
The want of this is widely felt, and you should give 
yourselves to it most religiously. Whatever you may 
do beside, you can never be a faithful steward if you 
neglect this ; and if you attend to it faithfully, I can 
promise you a successful career, and a glorious reward. 
I know that unreasonable expectations are entertained 
as to what you can do in this matter. Our people 
sometimes expect us to visit as much as a Congre- 
gational, or Episcopalian, minister. They forget that 
they have the class-meeting, of which others know 
nothing; that the clergyman often gives sermonets, 
while you are expected.to give sermons ; that you have 
a much wider area to cover ; that you do meet them 
quarterly, for directly spiritual counsels, and advice. 
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and that it is the business of the Class- leader to see 
them every week, and to report to you any special need 
for a pastoral visit ; and that, therefore, nothing can be 
more minute than the spiritual oversight insured in 
Methodism, if its rules are properly carried out. But 
while adniitting all this, there is still a great and profit- 
able work to be done in this direction. 

Some of you will be appointed to country circuits, 
and a better appointment for body, and soul, you cannot 
have. It is in these circuits that pastoral attention 
is especially needed. In many of our villages there is 
a wide-spread, and determined, efibrt being made to 
exterminate Methodism. Local influence, and ecclesias- 
tical power, are being combined to make religious 
liberty impossible. Methodism is being misrepresented, 
and denounced ; and Methodists who are true to their 
principles are exposed to a species of Boycotting as 
complete as the ability of the men who employ it. 
These people have to fight a battle of which towns- 
men know nothing. Have they no claim upon us ? 
and do we owe them no service ? About this there 
can be no question. How then can this service be 
rendered? certainly not by hurrying in by train, 
preaching a brief sermon, and hurrying out again. 
There must be sacrifice, and self-denial. We must 
give the people careful pastoral oversight — not one 
must be overlooked. I trust that, at all costs, you will 
resolve to maintain the Methodism which our fathers 
laboured, and suffered so much to create; and that you 
will so care for the villages, that tyranny and bigotry 
will be defeated, and religious liberty maintained to the 
latest generations. This rests mainly with you, and I 
trust you will realise your responsibility, and seek 
grace to be faithful. 

Others of you will be called to labour in the large 
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towns and cities, and here other evils will present 
themselves, but I trust you will prove equal to the work 
demanded of you. 

In the work of visitation you have much to 
encourage and help you. In the first place, our people 
expect to be visited; hence every Methodist door is 
open to you, and every Methodist family is waiting 
to welcome you. Others have to win the confidence 
of those among whom they move. With you it is not 
so ; your ordination to-day, and your continued recogni- 
tion by this Conference, gives you free access to all our 
people. When you enter the Circuit every Methodist 
knows you are come, and every boy, and girl, and ser- 
vant, in a Methodist home, is expecting your appearance. 
This is an immense privilege, and I pray you see that 
it be not neglected. If the Great Head of the Church 
has thus opened your way, see that you walk in it. If 
He has thus rendered the people accessible, see that you 
be their wise, and diligent, pastor. A second advantage 
which you possess, is your freedom from dependence 
upon any individual. You will be supported by the 
whole people, and your support will be guaranteed to 
the end of your life. Methodism has no prizes to ofier, 
and no blanks from which to shrink. As long as you 
are faithful, you will be sure of a Circuit. This 
will give you an independence which is of great 
value. See then that with these advantages you 
give yourselves heartily to your work. By pastoral 
care, I do not mean a mere formal visit to a family. I 
mean that fi^eedom from clerical iciness — that friendli- 
ness, that accessibleness, which characterised your 
Divine Master and His apostles, and which distin- 
guished the early Methodist preachers. Live so, that, 
like the apostles, your very shadow falling upon men 
may be a benediction. Have a look of recognition, a 
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kindly grasp of the hand, a word of cheer, or sympathy, 
for all your people. Condescend to men of low estate, 
and remember you are never more like your Master 
than when you are thus doing. 

But while I say this, I also say, let there be, wherever 
needed, the formal visit. Divide the town, or district, 
into subdivisions ; enter the names, and addresses, of 
those you have access to ; leave nothing to memory, or 
accident. Then visit them regularly, though it may 
be only once a quarter, and make an entry of the date 
of each visit ; this will enable you to satisfy your con- 
science, and to silence the complaints of unreasonable 
men. Be sure and visit your occasional hearers; let 
them see that if they don't acknowledge you, you 
acknowledge them. To no class will your visits be 
more welcome, and to none will they be more profitable. 
The husband, who rarely comes to chapel, will prize 
the visit you pay to his wife, and children, and every 
visit will be a new bond to bind him to you, and to the 
church you represent. Care also for those who did run 
well, hut something hindered. The saddest item in our 
Methodist returns is the column headed * Ceased to 
meet.' The history of many of the names recorded 
there, would wring the heart with anguish, or crimson 
the cheek with shame. Many of them are lost, I fear, 
through ministerial neglect, and not a few through 
ministerial unwisdom.- These cases are sometimes 
difficult to deal with, and * you will have need to have 
all your wits about you;' but you must make tho 
attempt. Keep carefully from being mixed up with 
old quarrels ; let them know that your only object is 
their welfare. Many of them have lost their religion^ 
and as the result they have lost all relish for our social 
means of grace. Theirs is a case of unutterable grief, 
and you must seek after them with all seeking. No 

B 
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matter what the cause of their leaving us may be, they 
are lost sheep, and you, as their shepherd, are bound 
to spare no pains for their recovery. Think of their 
sorrows, of their peril, of their misery — care for them 
tenderly, continuously, prayerfully — and who knows 
but that you may give joy to Heaven by bringing the 
prodigal back to his father ? 

Care also for the Children. You may not have any 
natural inclination for this work, but you are bound to 
do it if you would be successful in your stewardship. I 
am satisfied that the children of Methodism have been 
greatly neglected. It is one of our weak places — a weak 
place, almost necessarily resulting from our organisa- 
tion. A stationary minister knows his lambs, and 
is known of them. He offers them to God in baptism, 
and is the guide of their youth. He is in close, and 
tender, relationship to them, at the most sensitive, and 
impressionable, age; and, as the natural result, they grow 
up with a love, and reverence, for him, that they cannot 
give to strangers. We have to sacrifice a good deal of 
this fiDr the invaluable blessing of the itinerancy. But 
still our interest, and duty should lead us to endeavour 
to minify this disadvantage to the smallest possible 
degree. Get to know the children of your people, go 
out of the way to show sympathy with them. Interest 
yourselves in their amusements, and employments. 
Talk to them about their reading, help them in their 
diflficulties, and encourage them in every possible way 
to regard you as their friend. 

Be sure and hold in all your Circuits a Saturday 
afternoon children's meeting. Make it interesting; 
have plenty of siqging, and don't keep them long. If 
there is a Day-school in your Circuit, visit it regularly. 
Let the children feel that it is a Methodist establish- 
ment. In this way you will secure the interest of 
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the children, and every right-minded teacher will give 
you a hearty welcome. 

Grive special attention to the Sunday schools. You 
will find this of great advantage ; visit them as often 
as possible, and prepare your addresses carefully. If 
you can secure the attention of children, you will never 
fail with adults. That is the place to make you master 
of your subject, to prune, and strengthen your style, 
and to prepare you for other, and what may be more 
attractive work. 

Care for the poor ; many of these are rich in faith, 
but they have many temporal privations, and disadvan- 
tages. They are, however, Christ's representatives, 
and it is at the peidl of His frown if they be neglected 
or overlooked. 

Above ally and before ally care for the sorrowing and 
suffering. Their claim upon you is supreme. Don't 
wait to be invited ; the knowledge of their sorrow, and 
sufiering, is a sufficient invitation. The more spon- 
taneous your visit, the more welcome it will be. Make 
everything give way to this — your pleasure, your 
friendships, your tastes, your studies, your Sundays, 
sermons, all must bow to this. And when you enter 
the scene of sorrow, do it tenderly, as a minister of 
Christ. If you can do anything to alleviate the sorrow, 
never spare yourself, or your time. It may be the 
kindly word will be enough, but, it may be the helping 
hand will be needed ; if so, give it cheerfully, remem- 
bering that your reward is in heaven. 

Tahe Iwld also of all agencies that will help you 
to accomplish your work. Despise nothing, under- 
value nothing, and seek to profit by the experience 
of those who have gone before you. Your one 
object is to glorify God, and bless your fellow 
men. Whatever will do this you should welcome 

B 2 
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and assist. Help all all local organisations for the 
benefit of the people. Some of our ministers have 
allowed their modesty to keep them from taking their 
right place in these benevolent movements, and 
Methodism has suffered as the result. Identify your- 
selves with the Bible Society, the Tract Society, the 
Societies for benefiting soldiers, and sailors. Espe- 
cially, for your own sakes, and for the sake of your 
people, use all your influence for the destruction of the 
national sin of Intemperance. You will meet with its 
terrible effects wherever you go. It has dragged the 
preacher from the pulpit, and the member from the 
pew. Its history, like the roll of the prophet, is written 
within, and without, with mourning, lamentation and 
woe. If you gain the confidence of your people, you 
will find that every Circuit has its histories, that will 
make you tremble and weep. As Methodist preachers, 
you are bound not to ignore this crying sin. Mr. 
Wesley in this, as in most other things, set us an 
excellent example. He was the foremost Temperance 
reformer of his day. Though not an abstainer, living 
as he did a hundred years before the introduction of 
total abstinence, he lived up to the light he had, and 
was far in advance of his contemporaries. He de- 
nounced the evil of drunkeness wherever he went, and 
did all in his power to rescue its victims from its 
destructive thraldom. He warned the members, and 
ministers, of his Societies, against the danger of using 
spirituous liquors, and he besought them for their own 
sakes, and the sake of others, never to use them 
except for medicinal purposes. Thus by his teaching 
and example, he did all in his power to destroy this 
terrible evil. I pray you to go and do likewise. For 
my own part I have found ifc to be an immense 
advantage to be an Abstainer. It has benefited my 
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health, it has increased my happiness, and it has 
greatly widened ray sphere of usefulness. It has 
shielded me from temptation, and danger, and it has 
enabled me to rescue many of those who were wounded, 
and fallen. It has blessed me, and made me a blessing, 
and believing that you want to live to the best possible 
purpose, I heartily and confidently recommend it to 
you. 

Begin your work as soon as you enter the Circuit. 
If you stay your full time you will find that your three 
years are soon gone. The demands upon you will be 
so many, that if you are not prompt, and decided, you 
will find the term filled up with profitless good inten- 
tions. Besides, you will find the first months of your 
residence in a Circuit specially valuable as a seed time. 
An old preacher, when I was entering the ministry, 
cheered me by saying — * You need not fear to go to any 
Circuit to which you are appointed, for I have noticed 
that all the preachers are popular till Christmas.' 
There is a great deal in this, and it shows the immense 
importance of your seizing the precious weeks in which 
everybody is believing you to be pre-eminently suited 
for their requirements, in order that, before the frost of 
prejudice can harden the soil, you may sow the good 
seed of the Kingdom. Don't heed the cynics who talk 
about new brooms sweeping clean. Tell them that you 
have learnt to strike while the iron is hot, and to sail 
when the wind, and tide, are favourable. I know that 
all this will be a heavy tax upon your time, and strength. 
But I take it for granted that you have not entered the 
ministry for * a morsel of bread,' or for social position, 
or that you may live a life of learned leisure. If you 
have, you have done a deed that might make a demon 
tremble. An idle minister is a monster that should be 
hooted from Society. An idle minister is a criminal 
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against whom God's fiercest anger will blaze in the 
great day of His coming. But, brethren, I am per- 
suaded better things of you. You have entered our 
ranks *to do the work of the ministry.' You are 
sensible of the high honour which is conferred upon 
you; but you are also tremblingly sensible of the 
tremendous responsibility which is laid upon you ; you 
feel that 

' 'Tis not a work of small import 

The pastor's care demands ; 
Bat work to fill an angel's heart, 
And filled the Saviour's hands.' 

See, then, that you set about this work in a right 
spirit, and in a right way. See that your time is rightly 
divided and rightly employed. Don't drift: steer and 
row. Have a purpose, and work on a plan. You will 
find that there is a wonderM harmony in your work, 
if you go about it in a right way. One kind of work 
will greatly help the other. Your social work, if done 
for Christ, as it must be if it is done well, will greatly 
help the spiritual ; your visiting will greatly aid your 
preaching; and your preaching will wonderfully open 
your way to the homes, and hearts, when you visit. 
Thus, warning every man, and teaching every man, 
you may hope at last to present every man perfect in 
Christ. 

III. The expectation that is entertained eespect- 
ING TOTT. * It is required in stewards that a man be 
found faithfiil.' 

This is a most solemn and yet encouraging thought. 
It shows us that God is not a hard Master. That 
nothing unreasonable is expected of you. That you 
are not responsible for anything that you do not possess. 
That you are not expected to make bricks without straw. 
That God does not expect every man to do the same 
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work, but that every man is called and qualified to do 
a certain work, and that Gk)d expects him to do it. That 
we are not to judge one another, nor measure ourselves 
by others ; but try to do our own work, and leave our 
fellow servants to their own Master. 

It also shows us that we are not responsible for the 
results of our work, but for doing that work well. The 
agricultural labourer is responsible for the ploughing 
and sowing, but never for the crop ; he may be bitterly 
disappointed at the failure of the harvest, but no one 
would think of uttering a word of blame. And so with 
the minister: he may faithfully discharge his duties, 
and yet have a scanty harvest ; but no one would think 
of censuring him ; he has been faithful, and God requires 
no more. While, however, there is a cheering side 
to this declaration, it has a teaching full of solemnity. 
While it teaches that God does not expect us to be some 
one else, it shows that He does expect us to make the 
best of ourselves. That while He does not hold us respon- 
sible for what we have not l^eceived, He does hold us 
responsible for the right use of all we have received. 
I therefore with all possible earnestness would remind 
you each that you are expected to be faithful. In order 
to this, do your best to fit yourself for your great work ; 
an imperfect instrument can never do a perfect work, 
and the work to which you are called is so delicate, 
and so important, that the most perfect instrument is 
needed for its successful accomplishment. Make tlbe 
best of yourselves. You have said to ^God, and the 
Church, 

* Take my soul and body's powers ; 
Take my memory, mind, and will, 
All my goods and all my hours, 
All I know, and all I feel,' 

and God and the Church have accepted you, See that 
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you do not go back from your offer. Do not lie unto 
God or His Church. Let the warning history of 
Ananias and Sapphira startle you into constant watch- 
fulness. You are free agents : you have made this 
offer, not hurriedly, but after due and prayerful con- 
sideration. I, therefore, in the name of God, and His 
Church, charge you to be faithful. In order to this 
* take heed to your selves. "^ 

Take care of your body. Good health is indis- 
pensable to the successful discharge of your work; 
and your health is, to a large extent, under your 
own control. Bat simple food — the plainer the better. 
Beware of being men given to appetite. High living 
feeds fleshly lusts, and fleshly lusts war against 
the soul. Get as much good fresh air as you can. 
Walk to your appointments as often as possible. It 
will give you a feeling of independence, and afford you 
an opportunity for meditation, and face to face com- 
munion with God, such as you can get in no other way. 
Physical exercise is indispensable for vigorous health, 
and it is to the neglect of this that we may trace the 
nervousness and dyspepsia from which so many of us 
suffer. Do not think you are failing in your duty when 
you take needed relaxation ; labour lightened is not 
labour lost, and our Divine Master still says to His 
overtaxed disciples, * Come aside, and rest awhile.' 

Take care of your minds. Give attention to read- 
ing, but be sure and read the right things. Be on 
your guard that you do not let the newspaper absorb 
too much of your time. It is valuable in its place, but 
out of its place it is most injurious. It not only takes 
an undue proportion of your time, but it creates the 
habit of desultory reading, a habit most injurious to a 
theological student. 

Keep a comer of your library for experimental and 
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devotional reading. Remember you are a Christian as 
well as a Minister ^ and that you are to be fed, if you 
would feed sucessfuUy. If you can get but one book of 
the kind let it be Rutherford^ s Letters. It is a book that 
has done me more good than any other merely human 
book that I have ever read ; and on a Saturday night, 
when my work is done, and the sermons for the 
Sabbath are ready, I always feel that while reading 
those glorious Letters I am renewing my strength, and 
laying in a preparation which will greatly bless me on 
the morrow. 

Begin and end every day with the Bible, and read 
it not as a minister, but as a Christian. Read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest the blessed words ; and your 
profiting will appear unto all. It will lift you above 
the fogs of doubt and uncertainty, and give you a sure 
footing in your journey to the skies. Remember what 
Mr. Wesley says : * After having sought for truth with 
some diligence for half a century, I am at this day hardly 
sure of anything but what I learn from the Bible.' 

Take care of your souls. Remember that it is only 
spiritual strength that will enable you to accomplish 
your work. That, if you lose this, you will become 
weak as other men. 

Everything, therefore, that injures your spirituality, 
robs you of your power. Satan knows this, and acts 
accordingly. Against you he will bring his most 
powerful temptation, and no effort will be be left 
unmade in order to rob you of your strength, and ulti- 
mately to effect your ruin. His cry will be * aim not at 
great or small, but at the king of Israel only.' Be 
therefore on your guard, and remember as the fierce 
assault is made, that no strange thing has happened 
unto you. 

Your position also will bring with it special dangers. 
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Outsiders imagine that it is an easy thing for ministers 
to keep up their spiritual life. Alas for us, there is not 
a minister but knows by sad experience that it is not 
so. There is a constant danger of our becoming 
formal, and of our being content with the form. It is 
so in reading the Scriptures. It is so in public and 
private prayer. It is so in talking to sinners ; and it 
is so in preaching the Gospel. And unless we are 
constantly on our guard, we shall be ensnared by the 
evil. There is also a danger of our becoming indolenL 
You will now be left pretty much to yourselves, and 
if you please, you may dream through the round of 
your duties with even a degree of approval by the 
people. But beware. In the arbour of ease Christian 
lost his roU. In God's sight idleness is sin. It is the 
barren tree that is to be cut down, and the unprofitable 
servant that is to be cast into outer darkness. 

There is also the danger of being pufied up with 
•pride. You are now for a time to be placed in a position 
of influence, and the possession of power always brings 
with it danger to its possessor. It is so with wealth, 
it is so with social position, and it is so with oflfice in 
the world, and the Church. Be therefore on your 
guard against this. You are not to give yourself airs, 
and lord it over God's heritage, but remember the 
servant of the Lord must be gentle, patient, and meek. 

There is also the danger of yielding to sensuality. 
You will be bidden to the feast, and if you are not on 
your guard, the table will become a snare to you. 
Appetites may be easily created, and habits may be 
easily formed, and, before you are aware of your danger, 
you may tied, and bound, with the chain of your sins. 
I know you shudder at the thought that either of you 
should ever become a glutton, or a drunkard ; and that 
you may be ready to say, * Is thy servant a dog, that 
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he should do this thing ? * but others have done it, and 
hence it may be done again, and therefore I utter to 
you the warning cry, *Let him that thinketh he standeth 
take heed lest he fall.' 

There are other dangers to which I would fain 
point, and against which I would fain guard you, but 
the time fails me, and I must leave them. I must, 
however, utter one word of warning against the danger 
of your becoming that despicable thing a trifier. You 
have special talents and gifts ; you will see the humorous 
side of things, and be able to describe them graphically, 
while the very reaction from the sad and depressing 
duties of your profession will incline you to rush in the 
opposite direction ; but be on your guard. There is 
serious danger. The good story, and the hearty laughs 
have their use, and I, who enjoy both as much as any 
man, am not likely to condemn them, but see to it that 
you keep them within due bounds. It is a slippery 
place, and you must note the danger. Stronger men 
than you have fallen there, and instead of being famous 
for their wisdom to win souls they have been famous 
for their * foolish talking and jesting ;' and men have 
never thought of speaking to them on spiritual subjects, 
but have said that when they were in the pulpit, they 
ought never to come out ; and when out of the pulpit 
they ought never to go in. May this never be said of 
you ! Beware, oh beware, my dear young friends, lest 
from any cause you should have at last to utter the 
dread wail, * They made me a keeper of vineyards, but 
my own vineyard I have not kept.' 

In order to avoid this be much in your closet. That 
is the battle ground on which your destiny is decided. 
If you are right there, you will be right everywhere ; 
if wrong there, you will be wrong everywhere. See to 
it that by reading, meditation and prayer, you keep up 
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that communion with God which will enable you to say 
with the saintly M'Cheyne, *I am better acquainted 
with Jesus Christ than I am with any man in the 
world/ 

Your danger will be greatly increased by the fact, 
that though you teach and warn others, few, if any, 
will ever utter a warning word to you. Your danger 
may be seen, and your fall proclaimed, but no warning 
cry will be raised, and no helping hand stretched out to 
pluck you back from ruin. Many a fallen minister has 
been maddened as he has discovered that he was the 
last to see his peril, and that so-called friends had 
watched his fall without a warning word. It is because 
of your spiritual solitude that I to-day point out your 
dangersj'and with almost an agony of soul beseech you 
to — 

* Leave no unguarded place, 
No weakness of the soul ; 
Take every virtue, every grace, 
And fortify the whole.' 

Take care of your character. Some men are foolish 
enough to say, * They don't care what people think or 
say about them.' They ought to care — a good name is 
better than great riches, and a Bishop is to be blame- 
less and of good repute. Whatever may be the character 
of your giftSj see that your life is right. Adorn the 
doctrine of God your Saviour in all things. Christ 
has received many wounds in the house of His friends, 
but none have struck deeper than those given by the 
hands of a minister. Depend upon it our lives are far 
more influential than our sermons, and the devil is far 
more anxious to injure the one than the other. See, 
then, that you be living epistles, seen and read of all 
men. Wherever you are deficient, be right here. 
Live so that all who know you may take notice of you, 
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that you have been with Jesus. Study carefully the 
directions given you by your great Master, Hide His 
words in your hearts. 

Expect results. Properly applied labour brings 
results elsewhere, and surely they should here. The 
farmer plants his field and expects the crop ; the fisher- 
man throws out his net and expects a haul of fishes ; 
and are loe, doing a great work, and with Ood for our 
helper i to sow our seed, and not expect a harvest ; to 
cast our net by Divine guidance, and never secure a 
fish ? Common sense as well as Christian faith, rejects 
the idea. I know we shall not be always reaping, 
and never sowing ; but we surely are not to be always 
sowing and never reaping. Rather let us rejoice in the 
certainty of the promise that * They that sow in tears 
shall reap in joy.' 

It is required op stewards that they be found 
faithful. 

The world expects it. When a man undertakes an 
office he is always expected to discharge the duties 
connected therewith. It is so with the soldier. It is 
so with the fireman, it is so with the policeman, and it 
is so with the Christian minister. And for this reason 
I confess I like to see men separated to this work with 
a little distinction in their dress. It is a public avowal 
of the high office they sustain. It is sometimes a 
restraint to them, and it frequently opens their way for 
great usefulness. 

The world often expects too much from us, it is 
true ; but the height of the standard which they erect 
is an honour both to us, and to our Master, and we 
must seek to reach it as nearly as we can. 

The Church expects it. She has given you many 
advantages. She gives you her property to use. Her 
chapels, her mission rooms, and her schools. She 
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gives you your support. It is her bread you eat, her 
clothes you wear, her houses you inhabit. She is 
faithful to her engagements to you, and she has a 
right to expect you to be faithful to your engagements 
to her. 

Tour fellow ministers expect it. They have laboured, 
and you enter into their labours. With much toil, 
and care, and sacrifice, they have gathered churches 
together, and they expect you to guard, and teach, 
and feed them. Others of them are your contem- 
poraries, and they labour on in the various fields 
to which they are appointed, in the sure confidence 
that you will do your part in that department 
entrusted to your care. 

Above all, God requires it. We are but your fellow 

servants, Ee is the great proprietor ; as Paul says in 

the next verse, *He that judgeth me is the Lord.* 

Remember your obligation to Him. He awoke you 

frdm the sleep of sin. He pardoned your iniqui- 
ties. He renewed your nature. He qualified you for 

the ministry, and called you into it. He opened your 

way, and has led you to this day. And why has 

all this been done ? not just that you may wear a black 

coat, and be called Reverend, but that you may labour 

in His vineyard, and do the work which He appoints. 

If you neglect this, He will say as He did to the 

unjust steward, * How is it that I hear this of thee ? 

Of thee for whom I have done so much ; of thee to 

whom I had committed such precious treasures; of 

thee whom I had honoured so highly ? * Dishonour and 

anguish shaU be thy portion for ever.* 

And now we separate. You know your oflBce, you 
know your work. You know the expectations enter- 
tained respecting you. May God be with you I Your 
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working day will soon end, and the highest honour, or 
the deepest doom, will be the result of your conduct* 
Our next great meeting will be in the presence of the 
Master. The summons for our departure is even now 
sounding in our ears. Multitudes are gone, and our 
turn may be next. The shadow of death rests upon 
me as I speak. At the last Hall Conference one of the 
truest men that ever lived stood in this pulpit to give 
the charge, Samuel Romilly Hall ; and I was sitting in 
one of those pews listening to the words of fire that 
stirred my soul as it was never stirred before. Oh how 
I longed for some penitent form to which I might run 
and publicly ask for pardon for the wasted and guilty 
past ! What havoc death has made since then ! That 
manly form has passed away, and Thomas Vasey, and 
Luke H. Wiseman, and Morlev Punshon, and Gervase 
Smith, and Samuel Coley, and a host of others, 
whose presence and leadership we expected for years 
to come are gone; and when the next Conference is 
held in this good old town, many of us shall have 
followed them, and the memory of our * vanished 
forms' will throw shadows on other hearts, as theirs 
do on ours to-day. 

We shall meet again. But when we next meet the 
day will be ended, and our probation over. Then the 
life history of each of us will be contained in the one 
word of * Faithful,' or ^ Unfaithful. '" The one word 
bright with the light of heaven, and the other dark 
with the gloom of hell. There will be no escape, 
no appeal, no opportunity of redress. We must meet 
our lives again, where light is clear, and error impos- 
sible. The influence of every act and word will then 
be revealed. We shall need no accuser, ^ Every one 
of us must give an account of himself to God.' 

Take heed, therefore, that you live a life that will 
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bear review in the light of eternity, and in the presence 
of God. To a large extent life is before you, and you 
may make it an angel to bless, or a demon to haunt 
you, long as eternal ages roU, With many of us 
most of life is gone, and all that we can do is 
penitently to kneel, and cry for pardon. With you it is 
not so ; and I charge you in the presence of God, and 
in the face of this congregation, to seize the moments 
as they pass, and use them in the service of your 
Master: ever 

* Bear in your faithful minds the end, 
And keep the prize in view.' 

* The great and terrible day of the Lord ' will soon 
be here. If you forget your Master, or trifle with 
or neglect your work, and so prove unfaithful (which 
God forbid !) His frown will be to you the beginning 
of hell. If, on the other hand, you go forth in God's 
strength to do the work to which He has called you, 
counting no work too difficult, no sacrifice too great, so 
that you may win souls, and build up Christ's Church, 
and thus be faithful, (which God grant!) His smile 
will be to you the beginning of heaven. 

And now, farewell ! May God be the strength of 
your hearts, and your portion for ever ! 

* that each in the day 
Of His coming may say, 
" I have fought my way through, 
I have finished the work Thou didst give me 
to do !" 

O that each from his Lord 

May receive the glad word, 

" Well and faithfully done ! 

Enter into my joy, and sit down on my 

throne !" ' 

BATXijr BBOIHIBS ASD LXLLT, HATTOS H0U8X, U3j rMUUSGDOir RoAD, S.C. 
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